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Colours
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Whites & NeutralsFind the right white
Popular Neutrals
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GreysPopular Greys
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BluesPopular Blues
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GreensPopular Greens
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Colours
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RedsPopular Reds
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Purples & PinksPopular Purples & Pinks
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Colorbond® Colours
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Traditional / Heritage Colours
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Red Heart Blue Shore Colours


Spray Paint Colours

Metal Paint Colours

Specialty Effect & Finishes

Dulux UltraAir® colours




Order A4 Colour Stickers



Order Colour Samples




Interior Colour Schemes & Styles
Popular interior styles

Popular interior colour schemes

Interior styling gallery

Hamptons coastal interiors

Scandi interiors

Japandi look

Mid century interiors

Modern Interiors

Maximalist interiors

Rustic interiors

Traditional interiors




Exterior Colour Schemes & Styles
Popular exterior styles

Popular exterior colour schemes

Exterior styling gallery

Hamptons exteriors

Traditional exteriors

Classic style exteriors

Modern exteriors





Colour Trends
2024 Colour Forecast

Solstice

Journey

Muse

Seasonal Trends




Design Partners
Three Birds Renovations

Bree Leech

Hunting for George

Julia Green

The Design Files

Dulux Design Collective

National Gallery of Victoria

Josh and Jenna





Colour Inspiration
Inspiration style gallery




Colour Confidence
Colour matching

Colour accuracy

Colour samples




Dulux Colour Designers






Explore Paint by Use
Interior Paint

Exterior Paint

Doors, Windows, Trims Paint

Ceiling Paint

Preparation Products

Specialty Effects Paint

Spray Paint

Accessories




View all Paint Products
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Home Interior Projects
Transform your bedroom

Transform your living room

Create a bathroom oasis

Doors, windows and trims

Take on the hallway

Refresh a ceiling

Create a feature wall




Kitchen / Dining Projects
Refresh your kitchen

Take on the dining room

Renovate your splashbacks

Renovate your benchtops

Revamp your cabinet doors





Bedroom Projects
Take on a bedroom project

Transform your bedroom




Kids Room Projects
Painting a nursery

Painting a kid's bedroom

Turn a nursery into a kids room

Kids room mini project




Bathroom Projects
Change your bathroom

Transform your floor tiles

Update your bathroom tiles

Revive your shower base

Create a bathroom oasis





Home Exterior Projects
Spray paint your outdoor seating area

Spray paint your outdoor furniture

Refresh your outdoor entertaining area

Welcoming front entrance

Revive your verandah

Refresh your garden shed

Refresh rusted outdoor metal 




Front Entrance Projects
Revive your verandah

Front door 4 ways

Pick the perfect front door colour

Welcoming front entrance





Driveway & Paving Projects
Improve your home's street appeal

Driveway transformations




Small Projects
Revamp furniture with Dulux Design Chalk Effect

Upcycle your vintage pieces

Refresh your furniture with Dulux colour

Spray paint projects





Dulux DIY Community Projects



Design Partners
Three Birds Renovations

Bree Leech

Hunting for George

Julia Green

The Design Files

Dulux Design Collective

National Gallery of Victoria

Josh and Jenna







Choose & Use Colour
How to use colour in your home

How to use a colour wheel

Using and testing colour with samples

How to create a colour scheme

How to choose exterior colour schemes

Tips to create a monochromatic space

Colour blocking in your home

How to create a feeling of fun in your home

How to create a feeling of happiness in your home

Using colour to elevate small spaces




Choose Paint
How to choose a sheen level

Painting and product advice

Calculate how much paint you will need





Prepare Your Surface
Prepare interior surfaces

Prepare exterior surfaces

Mouldy surfaces

Taping and wall preparation

How to paint over interior effects paint




Painting & Application Techniques
How to paint brick

How to paint walls

How to paint ceilings

How to paint stripes

How to paint doors and trims

How to paint your front door

How to repaint a picket fence

How to render brick and fibre cement walls

How to use spray paint

How to paint on rusted metal





Painting Tools & Tips
How to use a paint brush

How to use a paint roller

How to use spray paint

Paint safety




Clean Up & Disposal
Paint clean up and disposal





Paint Problem Solver
When droplets appear on acrylic paint

Yellowing

Wrinkling

Sagging

Roller spattering

Poor stain resistance

Poor sheen uniformity

Poor scrub resistance

Poor hiding power

Poor flow and levelling

Roller marks / stipple

Picture framing

Mud cracking

Interior lapping

Foaming or cratering

Cracking, flaking or peeling

Interior burnishing

Interior blocking

Tannin staining

Surfactant leaching





Using Specialty Finish Paints
Bring texture into your home with paint

How to paint using Dulux Design Rust Effect

How to paint using Dulux Design Glitter Effect

Paint using Dulux Design Metallic & Design Pearl Effect

Paint using Dulux Design Copper & Copper Patina Effect

Paint with Dulux Design Concrete Effect

How to paint using Dulux Design Chalk Effect

Paint with Dulux Design Gold & Stainless Steel Effect

How to use Dulux Fine Cover™

How to use Dulux Texture Medium Cover™

How to use Dulux Texture Full Cover Roll On™

Calculate how much texture paint you need

How to apply Crushed Pebble Effect







Dulux Services
Dulux Colour Designers

Find a Painter

Dulux Acratex Roof Restorations

Paintback

Weathershield® Surf Life Saving Club projects





Dulux Tools
Paint calculator





Help & Advice
Live Chat with Dulux Consultant

Contact Help & Advice

Email us









Help & Advice
Live Chat with Dulux Consultant

Contact Help & Advice

Email us





Find a Store










Trade home
Technical advice
Application
Surfactant leaching




	My Home
	Specifier
	Trade


Colour
Products
Programs
Construction Solutions
Tools & Resources
Contact Us

View Dulux Online Colour Atlas
How to order A4 colour samples

Multi A4 colour sample order form




Specialty Range
Colorbond®

Metalshield

Design Effects





Shop Colour Tools
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Colour Forecast 2024
Solstice

Journey

Muse
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Sectors



Case studies



Thought leadership videos
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General Advice
Tax tips for tradies

8 tips to get more painting jobs

Water-based vs oil-based enamel paints

Lead in paint

Paint touch up




Preparation
Ink bleed

Finishing schedule

Glancing light

Level of finish for plasterboard




Weather Affected Surfaces




Performance
Blistering caused by hydrostatic pressure

Paint adhesion loss

Deep colour issue

Efflorescence

Burnishing or marring

Colour fading

Yellowing of enamels

Chalking

Opacity of whites

Blistering of exterior decorative paints





Application
Dulux Aquanamel application guide

Acousticoat ceiling tile paint

Spray painting & back rolling

Air assisted & airless spraying advice

Surfactant leaching

Low VOC paint

Drying & hardening of water-based paints




Spray
How long do paint spray tips last?

Tips to help you spray in control

What pressure should you set a sprayer?

How to select the right spray tip

How to minimise paint overspray

How to stop a sprayer from spitting





Professional Paint Problem Solver
Yellowing of enamels

Wrinkling

Sagging

Roller spattering

Roller marks / Stipple

Poor stain resistance

Poor sheen uniformity

Poor scrub resistance

Poor hiding power

Tannin staining

Poor alkali resistance

Peeling

Nail head rusting

Lapping

Colour fading
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Surfactant leaching
Find out everything you need to know about Surfactant leaching in the Dulux Technical Advice PDF.


Download PDF-->




What is surfactant leaching?

“Surfactant leaching” is best described as soapy, sticky or oily spots or perhaps glossy streaks that appear on newly painted surfaces, usually within the first few weeks after application.

The leached material can vary in colour or appearance from almost clear (being detected as glossy patches on the paint surface) to whitish (translucent), to shades of tan, brown or orange.


Surfactant Leaching can occur on either interior painted surfaces such as a shower, bathroom, laundry and kitchen or on exterior painted surfaces such as under eaves, balcony soffits, exterior broadwall and sheltered areas such as courtyards.

Why?

Surfactants are ingredients within water based paints that are critical to the performance properties of the product. Paint characteristics such as colour, can stability, flow and levelling are either influenced or controlled by surfactants.


Surfactant leaching occurs when poor drying conditions cause the paint to dry too slowly, allowing the surfactants to rise to the surface of the paint film in concentrated amounts and thereby leaving oily or sticky deposits or residues on the painted surface.


All water based latex paints will exhibit this tendency to some extent and the effect is more noticeable on dark colours such as browns or dark greens. Heavily tinted colours are more susceptible than pastel shades.


How does it occur?

Areas of high humidity such as a bathroom or laundry can exhibit surfactant leaching given the right set of conditions. Surfactants usually evaporate readily from the paint film when the drying conditions are good or they are locked into the paint film.


Poor drying conditions include cold substrates, cool air temperatures, high humidity and a lack of air circulation / ventilation or any combination of these. Surfactant leaching is often encountered when a newly painted room is not given sufficient time to dry thoroughly before it is subjected to adverse conditions that can trigger the effect.


For example, if a freshly painted shower recess or bathroom is used too quickly, the steam and humidity can leach out the surfactants from the uncured paint film.


Another example would be a freshly painted laundry with a clothes drier generating high levels of humidity within a small closed room could easily trigger surfactant leaching. On newly painted exterior surfaces surfactant leaching can appear after light rain or overnight dew (condensation) especially under eaves or balcony soffits


Solution

Generally, the leached surfactant does not lessen the durability of the paint film, it just looks unsightly.


On exterior surfaces, surfactant leaching will usually weather off over a short period (approximately a month) without the need for intervention.


Rinsing with fresh water can help to wash it away. On interior surfaces, the leached material can be easily removed within a week (allow the paint film to fully cure and harden) by washing with a mild soapy solution and a soft cloth or sponge, followed by a thorough rinse with clean water. Care must be exercised when washing to prevent damage to the soft or uncured paint film. Under severe conditions surfactant leaching may reappear once or twice until all the surfactant has been removed.


The effect will be less noticeable each time and can be removed by washing in the same manner as prescribed above.


On rare occasions, the leached material may stain the paint surface. This would require a repaint once the surface has been thoroughly washed and the paint film has cured.


Prevention

To prevent surfactant leaching, avoid painting exterior surfaces in the later hours of the day if cool, humid or damp conditions are expected in the evening or overnight.


Allow the fresh paint work in bathrooms, kitchens and laundries to fully cure and harden before washing or subjecting the paintwork to steam, condensation or high humidity. Avoid using the shower for several days until the painted surface is fully dry.


As a general rule, an interior paint film will take approximately 7 days to fully cure, harden and become washable. It may take longer in adverse environmental conditions (high humidity, cold temperatures).


 

References

Further information relating to “surfactant leaching” can be found in Australian Standard AS/NZS 2311 “The Painting of Buildings” Sections 6.3.5




Safety Data Sheets

Get detailed information about the physical and chemical properties of our products. 

Safety Data Sheets-->



Technical advice

Advice for those challenges that arise in your busy and varied days 

Technical advice-->



DuSpec+

Access product datasheets, specifications, substrates, substrate preparations, safety datasheets (SDS) and create a project specification from the ground up.

Explore the benefits of DuSpec+-->
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